
THE FUTURE 
CHARACTER 
OF CONFLICT
DRAWING DEDUCTIONS

Establishing requirements for future 
operations needs analysis of all 
forms of conflict and competition, 
writes Lt Gen Paul Newton



NATIONAL SECURITY

It has taken a long 
time to amend military 
structures and habits of 
thinking that developed 
in response to the  
Cold War Soviet threat



NATIONAL SECURITY

 We need to develop new 
capabilities to be far better 
balanced for operations in  
the urban environment
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Political turbulence in 
the Arab world in 2011. 
Ongoing instabilities 
in countries important 
to the UK’s national 
security make it likely 
that there will be further 
calls on our Armed 
Forces, for which we 
must prepare
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DEFENCE IS STILL 20TH CENTURY-FOCUSED

The Future Character of Confl ict: an MoD view from 2010. These considerations apply to all three Services.  
A sixth C, ‘Coalition’ might well be added. FDT is now drawing tangible deductions from this fi rst order 
analysis in Exercise AGILE WARRIOR. *Network Enabled Capability

WAR AMONGST THE PEOPLE AGAINST A CLEVER AND 
DETERMINED ENEMY; A WELL-PREPARED HIDEOUT
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■

 We have to design a system  
that allows us to continue to 
adapt when we no longer have 
the operational imperative of 
combat in Afghanistan

Advanced technology 
presents both threat  
and opportunity for 
national security. The 
cyber world is a new 
battleground – the UK  
is under cyber-attack  
on a daily basis
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THE PRINCIPLES OF WAR 
IN TODAY’S WORLD

Although laid down more than 60 years ago, Montgomery’s 10 principles remain a 
foundation for military strategy and tactics, writes Col (Ret’d) Martin Romilly OBE

The Principles of War, as laid down by Field Marshal Montgomery in 1946, draw on the experience of an  
earlier age. However, they are still applicable to modern conflicts and deserve to be more widely studied
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D Squadron, The 
Household Cavalry 
Regiment, on patrol in 
Helmand. It is important 
to rethink and update 
the Principles of War  
in order that they help  
soldiers facing new 
challenges in current 
and future conflicts

 Enhanced capabilities due to 
network-centric organisations 
will enable rapid concentration 
of an appropriate force
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■

Sustainability is the 
key to a successful 
campaign. Today, this 
requires the Army to 
work not only with the 
other Services, but 
also with contractors 
and other government 
departments. If they 
cannot do their essential 
part, the Armed Forces 
must be resourced to 
replace them or the 
campaign will fail
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THE NATIONAL 
SECURITY  
COUNCIL AND ITS 
DEVELOPMENT

In its first year, the National Security Council  
faced many challenges in responding to the 
multiple threats that have emerged since  
the Cold War, writes William Nye
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(Above, left to right) 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Nick Clegg, Prime 
Minister David Cameron, 
Foreign Secretary 
William Hague and 
Home Secretary Theresa 
May being briefed by 
members of the  
security services at a 
meeting of the National 
Security Council

 The strategic context for Britain 
today is not one of a single, 
clear, overriding threat... There 
are multiple possible risks
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■

Today, significant 
elements of the UK’s 
‘Critical National 
Infrastructure’ that we 
must be prepared to 
protect lie abroad; the 
Qatar liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) terminal is a 
good example. (Above) 
A Qatari LNG tanker  
en route to the UK 
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ESTABLISHING THE 
NATIONAL INTEREST

The government needs to provide a sharper lead on what is considered the  
“national interest” and how it should be pursued, writes Bernard Jenkin MP



Aftermath of the tsunami 
in Japan – one of the 
strategic shocks that 
have occurred since 
the SDSR. Our ‘national 
interest’ demands that 
the UK is able to respond 
effectively to natural 
disasters abroad, as well 
as man-made threats
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CIMIC Patrol with 1st 
Battalion The Princess  
of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment in Iraq as 
part of the Marshland 
Development Program. 
Delivering aid in 
difficult situations is an 
important role for the 
Army in pursuit of the 
UK’s national interests

 Assessing Britain’s national 
interest and refreshing our 
national security strategy 
accordingly is now a matter  
of some urgency

■
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STRATEGIC THINKING  
AND STRATEGY-MAKING

Many key military figures were strategic thinkers or strategy-makers. We would  
do well to learn from their example, writes Cdre (Ret’d) Steven Jermy

Army students learning 
the Pashto language. 
Understandding other 
cultures is essential  
for effective  
strategy-making 
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Churchill (centre) 
showed he knew his 
own strengths and 
weaknesses when 
he chose Alanbrooke 
(second from left) as 
Chief of the General Staff

 Clausewitz’s innate intellectual 
complexity provided the drive to 
compel him to get to grips with 
war’s complexity
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 Moltke observed that in war no 
plan survived first contact with 
the enemy – so flexibility in 
thinking would be key

General Slim epitomised 
the one quality essential 
to all strategic thinkers 
– the self-discipline 
required to make the 
time needed for thinking 
and reflection
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■

 When we send our young people 
abroad, we must do so in the 
knowledge that we have thought 
things through as best we can

Sandhurst officer 
cadets take part in the 
Sandhurst Cup at the 
US Military Academy, 
Westpoint. Officer 
training needs to be 
more than just action 
and adventure – it  
must include learning 
how to think
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STRATEGIC 
COMMUNICATION 
Everybody’s business

The information space offers a combination of opportunities and threats, requiring 
the Armed Forces to rethink their Communication policy, writes Col Jon Hazel

Cool operator: those 
opposed to the  
West have often  
beaten it at its own 
information game 
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 Our collective strategic narrative and  
how it is perceived must come to  
dominate our thinking and our actions
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■

The battle waged in the 
information space is 
increasingly important 
in deciding the outcome 
of modern conflicts: 
Combat Camera Team 
interview a soldier on  
an IED clearance patrol 
in Afghanistan
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As the military adapts to changing 
patterns of conflict and the advent of  
new threats, we need to reconsider 
how alliances fit into the picture, 
writes Jamie Shea, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary General for Emerging 
Security Challenges, NATO

ALLIES ARE STILL 
CENTRAL, BUT 
ARE ALLIANCES?

KFOR: A Russian 
BTR-80 gets ready to 
lead a joint patrol with 
British soldiers in Saxon 
personnel carriers 
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 What one puts into an alliance 
increasingly determines what 
one gets out of it
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 We enter a period in which  
a major war is improbable,  
but real security seems  
also unobtainable
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Above: Developing 
the capabilities of the 
Afghan National Army  
is now the key task of 
ISAF troops 

Left: the Iraq war to 
topple Saddam was a 
‘Coalition of the willing’

 The Afghanistan mission has 
fostered a sense of ‘never again’. 
But, if history is a guide, there 
will be more interventions
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 The British Army has an 
excellent track record of 
reforming, educating and 
training foreign armies

Kazakh soldiers on 
Exercise Steppe Eagle, 
where they were  
trained by British 
Territorial Army soldiers 
from Lancashire



NATIONAL SECURITY

Allies in the fight against 
piracy: Royal Marines 
seize a suspicious dhow

■

Downtown Cairo’s  
Tahrir Square: Egyptians 
turned the roundabout 
into the focus of their 
uprising to bring down  
President Hosni 
Mubarak. Developing 
a new and positive 
relationship between  
the Armed Forces  
and society in Egypt  
is crucial to the 
country’s future
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